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Notes and Oueries 


In the editerial on “‘ The Reunion of Christen- 
dom,” in your issue of December 8, you say: “Jf 
Baptists would do as the Master did at the first 
Lord’s Supper, invite unbaptized disciples to t 
communion,” etc., Christian reunion would be pro- 
moted. Please tell me your authority for the state- 
ment, implied in your “if,” that Christ did invite 
unbaptized disciples to the first supper. I know, 
of course, that there is no record that all those pres- 
ent had been baptized. Indeed, I do not now recall 
that there is a record of a sing le one of them havi 
been, except Christ himself. But, on the other han 
how do we know that they had not been? Like 
many other Baptists. | believe in inviting members 
of every Christian Church to the communion-table, 
because | think 
But is there avy Christian 
Church that invites the unbaptized? Is not the 
question solely as to who are baptized? At an any 


, rate, 1 was surprised at your statement, and shou 


like it explained. BAPTIST. 


We do not £now that the twelve disciples had not 
been baptized before the Last Supper. Apparently 
Christ did not baptize; there is no indication that 
Christian baptism—that is, baptism into the name 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—was 
practiced before the resurrection of Jesus Christ; 
and it is clear from Paul’s course at Ephesus (Acts 
xix., 1-6) that John’s baptism was not regarded by 
Paul as equivalent to Christian baptism. Finally, 
there is no indication that any of the disciples had 
received any baptism, except so far as the account mn 
the first chapter of John’s Gospel indicates that 
Andrew, Simon Peter, John, and Philip may have 
received baptism unto repentance by John the Bap- 
tist. Under these circumstances we think ourselves 
justified in saying that none of the disciples who sat 
re. first Lord’s Supper had been previously bap- 


You will oblige, not only myself, but several of m 
friends, among them two ministers, if you will 
definitely explain just what you mean in your criti- 
ism of what Mr. agerson said in regard to Christ. 

Ow remember he took the ground that Christ was 


Saply a man, and did not know the future, and you 
he ground that this is the opinion of the 
orthodox y- Now, this seems to us a most aston- 
ishing statement, as we always have supposed that 
octrine of the cepts | is the idea that the three 
persons in the Godhead are Ry in power, knowl- 
edge, and wisdom, and are in fact one God in three. 
lam sure Dr. Watts thought so when he wrote the 
old hymn of my childh sod: 


* Well rtp =~ the sun in darkness hide, 
ut his glories in, 
Whe hen God, the mighty Maker, died 
For man the creature’s sin.’ 


Does not the orthodox creed to-dav teach this? Is 
it true that orthodoxy has become j 


Orthodox theology holds that Jesus Christ was 
both perfect God and perfect man. It holds that he 
was not merely in the form or semblance of man, 
but really a man, subject to all human limitations of 
power and knowledge. Mr. Ingersoll may contend 
that this is an inconsistent belief; that one cannot 
be both God and man at the same time. He may 
even, if he pleases, satirize the inconsistency. But 
when he states that Jesus Christ did not know all the 
future, he states exactly what orthodox theology 


believes respecting Jesus Christ, namely, that he took. 


upon him the limitations of knowledge which be- 
longed to finite human conditions. 


1. Is there any difference in the ~—) 
two words miraculous and supernatural? If = 
what? 2. Do you regard a person as a true Christian 
who denies the miraculous conception of Christ ? 3. 
What is the true interpretation of Dan. xii., 2: 
* Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth 
shall awake’”’? P. H. 


1. In current usage the term “ miraculous” spe- 
cifically denotes those supernaturally wrought effects 
which take place in physical nature within the sphere 
of the senses. Such effects in moral or spiritual 


nature, though supernatural, are not miraculous. 
2. Christian character dves not necessarily depend 
- any opinion regarding that matter. A man who 

Ino knowledge of Jesus except what is 
mn in the Gospel of Mark, which says nothing of 


Jesus’s birth, might become a true Christian thereby. 
3. It is generally regarded as the first distinct predic- 
tion in Scripture of the resurrection of the Lord. 


With what argument could a Christian meet the 
adverse criticism of the non-believer concerning the 
text, “lama jealous God”? 2. Kindl 
of the position of the a et with regard to 
the sacraments ? A SUBSCRIBER. 


1. By showing the anes between selfish 
jealousy and unselfish. Just asa careful mother is 
pee of any speck of soil on her child’s face, God 
$ sensitive to our smallest defects in goodness. [If 
God did not care about our “ little sins,” he would 
not be perfect. No sin is so small but it brings in 
its corresponding evil consequence. This we ex- 
press more briefly in the phrase “a jealous God.” 
2. The same as that of Protestants generally. 


I belong to a class that is studying Milman’s 
“ History of the Jews.” P name some few 
books that would be good for supplementary reading 
on the subject. SUBSCRIBER. 


J. H. Allen’s * ‘ Hebrew Men and Times,” Geikie’s 
“Old Testament Characters,” Stanley’s “ History 
of the Jewish Church,” W. R. Smith’s “Old Testa- 
ment in the Jewish Church,”’ new edition. 


lf “E. P..” who asked about “Damon and 
Pythias.”’ will seid us his address, we will forward 
a copy of the poem-sent us by a correspondent. 


In the answer to “‘W. W. L.’s’”’ question (Notes and 
Queries, December 8), $ great sin seems 
to me to be overlooked. To want what God does 
not want us to have, to try to get him on our side, 
instead of trying to get on his side, is truly no un- 
common sin, toolish and sinful though such desire 

effort may be. If we accept the tradition to 
which reference is made in Revelation ii., 14, the 
of demoralizing Israel by 

to the vile practices of Baal-worshi 

ord pe with Balaam. Hecursed Israel with a 

curse than any words would have conveyed. It was 
a mild een that overtook m in the com- 
pany of the Kings of Midian, who fell by the sword 
Num. xxxi., 8). If ever a man ul 

th, it was Balaam. C. B.S. 
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